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cipated. The governor-general seems to have con- CHAP.XXVI.
sented not only to shape his cour'se of policy in
accordance with the suggestions of the memo-
randum, but even to liave been to a great degree
convinced by its arguments. In recording his
change of views, he said, " I have hitherto enter-
tained the opinion that our interference with other
states should be limited to cases of positive injury
to the Honourable Company, or of immediate dan-
ger thereof. In that opinion I have reason to
believe that I am not supported by the servants of
the Honourable Company most competent to judge
of its interests, and best acquainted with the cir-
cumstances of this country: I should, therefore,
have hesitated in acting upon my own judgment in
opposition to others; but I am further free to con-
fess, that my own opinion has undergone some
change, and that I am disposed to think that a sys-
tem of non-interference, which appears to have been
tried and to have failed in 1806, would be tried
with less probability of success, and would be ex-
posed to more signal failure, after the events which
have occurred and the policy which has been pur-
sued during the last nineteen or twenty years. A
much greater degree of interference than was for-
merly called for appears to have resulted from the
situation in which we were placed by the pacifica-
tion of 1818. It might be a hazardous experiment
to relax in the exercise of that paramount authority
-which our extended influence in Malwa and Raj-
pootana specially lias imposed upon us. Applying